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Each state Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) maintains the driving history of registered licensed drivers for a specified period as part of the public record. This motor vehicle record, or driver history report, contains information about accidents and traffic offenses, such as speeding or driving under the influence. The report may also list the penalty points that were assessed due to these violations. Negative information can have an adverse effect on your life and employment opportunities. Insurance companies may use the report to charge higher auto insurance premiums or deny coverage. An employer may use the information when considering you for a job that requires the operation of a company vehicle.

It is important to obtain a copy of your driving history report to verify its accuracy. You can then challenge erroneous or outdated entries and possibly have them removed from the report. If you have recently moved to another state, contact the DMV in the state of your previous residence as well.

To obtain a free copy of your driving history report, go online and access your state’s DMV website. In the available menu, look for an entry similar to “Driver Online Services.” Click on the link and search for “Driver History” or “Driver Record.” These links will open a page where you can enter your identifying information and then select an option for how you want the report delivered to you. There are several options for obtaining a copy of your driver history report. Decide which one is best for you. These may include immediate printing of the report or delivery by email or regular mail.

If the state does not provide an online service or you cannot access the site, you may also request a copy of the report in person at a DMV office. You may be required to fill out an official request form providing identification information similar to the online request. The service may be free or cost a nominal fee depending upon the number of years to be accessed.

Some states authorize you to order the report by mail. The request form will be available online under a link labeled “Forms” on the DMV website. Fill out the form and mail it to the specified address. The DMV may charge a nominal fee for this service. Private online driving record services companies may also be able to obtain the information for a fee.

