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Bringing Artisanal Japanese Spirits to the US

Founded in 2020 in the midst of a global public health crisis, Honkaku Spirits is devoted to bringing intensely artisanal Japanese spirits to discerning American customers with a particular focus on koji-fermented spirits including honkaku (which translates as “authentic”) shochu, awamori from Okinawa, and koji whiskey. Working exclusively with family-run distilleries, Honkaku Spirits is devoted to introducing the best traditional Japanese spirits to America.

The company is led by Christopher Pellegrini and supported by ambassador Stephen Lyman, both Americans living in Japan. Bruce Gearhart – formerly president of Bacchus Importers, one of the premier fine wine and craft spirits distributors based in the mid-Atlantic – is the company’s U.S.-based Managing Director.

· Pellegrini judges for the Tokyo Whisky & Spirits Competition and the Concours Mondial de Bruxelles. In addition to contributing to the upcoming “Oxford Companion to Spirits and Cocktails,” he wrote the first non-Japanese book about shochu and awamori, “The Shochu Handbook,” and co-hosts two educational podcasts: Japan Distilled and Sake on Air. He is one of a select few to be certified as both a Shochu Kikisakeshi (specialist) in Japan by the Sake Service Institute, as well as a Shochu Advisor by the Sake School of America.
· Currently producing a shochu documentary in Kagoshima, Lyman wrote “The Complete Guide to Japanese Drinks”,  a 2020 James Beard Award Nominee as well as winner of Best in the World for Japanese Spirits by the 2020 Gourmand Book Awards. He has worked at Yamato Zakura Distillery every autumn since 2013, co-hosts the Japan Distilled podcast with Pellegrini, and in 2011 founded a leading shochu and awamori review website, Kanpai.us. In 2016, he was designated a Shochu and Awamori Ambassador through the Japanese Cabinet Office. He is also a judge for the Tokyo Whisky and Spirits Competition.


Honkaku Spirits launched their first spirit, Takamine Koji Whiskey, in April 2021, and released their first shipment of honkaku (authentic) shochu in July 2021. The latter comprises sweet potato, rice, and barley expressions made by distilleries in Fukuoka, Kagoshima, and Miyazaki. 



Please drink slowly. DRINK “HONKAKU.”
Media samples, hi-res images, and interviews available upon request.
Distributed by Winebow, New York, NY.

For more information, please write info@honkakuspirits.com or visit honkakuspirits.com
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